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SAN DIEGO (APBnews.com) -- Spiritual guru Deapak Chopra has been vindicated by a court system that just wesks ago he (fcommercial-

(http:/ fwww. cultnews.com/ ) denounced as corrupt. After deliberating for 10 minutes, a jury unanimously rejected a lawsuit by one of Chapra’s former co-workers
Message Board that claimed she was fired because she accused Chopra of sexual harassment.
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Help Us (/support.htmt) A court hearing is scheduled March 15 to discuss whether the previous verdict against Chopra should be thrown out, Fiynn said.

OChopra's aftorneys allege that Murphy was biseed againet them, based on hie comment about DiMare. The main lseuas of the groups. htrni)

previous case -- the prostitute's story and the alleged blackmall — wers missing from the current lawstit. Instead, the two-week trial
focused almost entirely on arcane matters of workplace law. However, the trial did touch briefly on Issues of sex, obsession and the
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celebrity-strewn world that Chopra inhabits, For example, attomeys angued over the meaning cf a plane trip that Weaver took with groups,htmi)
Chopra end one of his followers, acter Marlon Brando, Verdict in ‘three minutes' Fiynn, Chopra's attorney, sald jurors toid him they

spent only about thres minutes discussing the merits of the case. "Then they felt guiity about coming in [after] three minutes. They ¢ Neo-Eastern (/neo-
sat arcund and chatted for five minutes [befors retumning],” Fiynn said. "I've never seen anything like It, and I've been litigating for 30 gastern. html)

years."
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Peter Friezen, Weaver's atlomey, could nat be reached for comment. Weaver worked in the mid-1990s with Ghopra at a San Diege
mind-body center that he helped run. Shae organized seminars for the center. Weaver claimed that Chopra fired her bacause she
biew the whistle on his sexual harassment of her. She said she lost her job when the center closed and Chopra did not hire herin -~ @ Political Groups (/polit
another capacity. Friesen had accused Chopra of lying on the stand when he said his reletionship with Weaver was proper. Ghopra is

institution and the sanctity of ous procesdings,” Friesen chasged, In fact, #he groups.htm)
lawyer said, a company official had declared that Weaver's employment depended on whether she got along with Chopra. Another & Qatanio Groups {/eatal
officlal allegedly told her, "Chopra doesn't want you around here because you don't adore him enough.”

Weaver haa left the mind-body heaith fleld and is now training to be a veterinartan. Hospital chain was emplayer In her rebuttal,
Chopra's attornay, Carta DiMare, said the guru was not Weaver's employer and had nothing to do with her fermination. The hospital @ Sei-FI/UFQ Groups (/s
chain that ran the mind-body center was responsible for all hiring and firing, she said. "You can have a termination that's not
wrongfui, and that's what wa have hers," DiMare said. “She was tamtinated because [the hospital chain] was having financial
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Friesen had argued that Chopra served as his client's employer, even though Weaver was paid by the hospital chain that operated {/thaosophy-groups.ht
-, the center. DiMara alao accusad YWaaver of Wing her way through her testimony. Weavar wes "stolcally immune” to a dozen
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SRRl S | witnesses who testifisd against her, DiMare said. Chopra is on & book tour and missed most of the trial. His wife, however, attended Therapy / Counseling
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